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A R<&lation of a late Barbarous and 


T:'H EF 


French Plot Detected. 


BEING 


-Horrid Deſign of 


the French, to Burn and Deſtroy the Spaniſh Fleet, in 
the Port of Naples; and of their Defign of Bombarding 


that City. 0 


With an Account of the Examination, Confeſſion, and Execution of 
.an Jralian Abbot, ( late Confeflor to the Sp.zziſh Admiral ) and 
Five Romiſh Prieſts, his Accomplices, tor rhe ſaid Horrid Confpjfacy. 
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TRHE Dint of Sword, and Policy 
- of -Condu&, together with a 
due Reliance on afhiſtingProvi- 


dence to Crown the Succefg'of 
Battle, are the great Hioges of War, 'on 


which every juſt Cauſe and glorious Arm 


ſhould depend. But as' France has too 
little of the laft two Pretenſions, it hes 
not overmach Gonkdenee in the ſole 
ſtrength ot the three firſt Supporters; aid 
therefore has recourſe to a Fourth Auxi- 
'fiary, vix. I»fidelity, ſuch as'the vile and 
abje& Treachery of fordid' and Mercina- 
ry Renegadoes and Traytors, to betray 
Succeſs and Victory into their Hands, if 
thoſe fair Names may properly be given 
to ſuch foul praftiſess Amore notorivus 
inſtance of which”has not been, than in 
their late [taliar Expedition, the Deſings 
and Attempt of their Thoulor: Fleet, upon 
the City and Fort of Naplas, ard the Spa-' 
#iſþ Fleet before it. © | 
The Martial part of our' Relation has 
been already ſufficiently and'loudly pnb- 
lIifſh'd: Nevertheleſs, as a neceffary Intro- 
duQian to our foRBlowing Narration,. we 
miſt thake ſome ſhortRepetition, and tell 
you, that the French Thoulon Squadron, 
confiſting of 22 Capital Sfiips, with Nine 
Bowb-Ketches, and 12 Fire-Ships, and all- 
other.necetlary Attendance, ſet Sail ' the” 
12th. of the, 14 Month, with a Deſign up- 
on the City of Naples, and the whole 
Spaniſh Fleet/as well Merchants as Men of 
War, lying in the Port before that 'City.' 
Now ſo far as this Expedition was filently- 
formed, and carried on fo near to Execu-' 
tion ; as to that part of the French Con-' 


tal a City under the Dominion,of 
as Naplos, which gives its Name to 
whole Kingdom, ad poffibly grants the 
Precederice to no f:irer, nor richer $1 _ 
(Rome only excepted) thro' alltbe Prin 
cipalities of Ttaly; ſo formidable a Deſign, 
we mult acknowledge a Projection of 
Bulk and Importance. | 
Bur when we muſt deſcend, ſo far as 
to inform you of their poor and fordid 
Meaſures, taken for accompliſhing ſo vaſt 
a Deſign, inſtead of France's priding het 
ſelf in her high Atchievments of Glory; 
ſhe has but tou much Reaſon to bluſh” at: 
the infamous Foundation, an which ſhe 
builds them. For example, for manag- 
ing this intended Blow upon Naples, as 
the ſtroke was not to be ſo much their own 
handy work, asindeed no ſuch open, gr. 
generous Hoſtility, they had privately. 
corrupted and ſuborned a Traytor, | «£ 
no leſs Figure than an [taliar Abbot, a; 4 
Confeffor, to: Paprchino the Spaniſh Ad- 
mira}, who together with five other beje- 
ſuited Sub-villain Tools, had Jaid this 
Horrid and Execrable Plot, which was 
upon the firſt Advance of the French Fleet, 
to have: ſet their own Admiral's Ship ow 
fire, by a Fire-Cheſt, prepared for the ps: r- 
poſe; rhe <fteHs of which, as poſlibly it 


might be of thar dangerous Cauſequen 2, 


as ſpreading, a larger Conflagration thro* 
the whole Spaniſh Fleer. or art lealt it 
would certainly ſtrike that Conſternati- 
on and Coafuſion thiough them, asto fa- 
cititate the French Accets, by giving them 


mezns and opportunity-of making an ca» 


fier Execution by their own Fire-Ships ; 


, dudtobejnſttoanEnemy, wejmiſtaſcribe—andt thereby, after the entire DeſtruQtion 
_ them all due {Henbur :- The Execution" of the [Spazyſh Fleer, to: have been made 
likewiſe of ſuch a Deſign, as endeavour- Maſters of the whole Port, and fo have 
ing no leſs than the Burning the whole been rendered capable of laying one of - 
SpariſoFleet, and Bombarding of fo capi- | | the 
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the moſt glorious Cres in Buropein Rub- 
bifh and Aſhes, by their Bombs -and 
Mortars. 
 ThisEgregious Villainy, though thus 
near hatche, had nevertheleſs this peculi- 
ar Defeat, through a ſpecial Blefling and 
Providence. as to be cruſht in the E-brio. 
For by a private [ntelligence, received from 
Rome, not only the intended Approach of 
the French Fleet was advertiſed (though 
not many Hours before its appearance ) 
bur likewiſe this whole Treachery was 
informed the Viceroy of Naples; who cau- 
fing the Traytors to be all Apprehended, 
the Treaſon wag@charged, upo! EN 
though very Oobſfwnatel and *utter 
nied by them all.cſpecially the Abbox, Ne- 
verthelefs, the Vice-roy's Intelligence being 
too authentick (as being ſuppoſed to come 
frum no leſs a Hand than the Pope's ) 
and being likewiſe ſupported and 'con- 
 fi:m'd incach part and point, by a frail 
weak Brother, whoſe remorſe of Conſci- 
ence bad made him fall off from the Par- 
ty. he was ſo fully confronted with it, 
*(ll at Jaſt he confcſt the FaQ, and was 
accordirgly, with the reſt of his wicked 
Accomplices, immediately hang'd at the 
Yards Arm. After this Conviction, wpon 
ſome Queſtions made him, viz. What mo- 
tives could induce him to ſo barbarous a 
Treaſon againſt his own Native Prince, 
and that too in behalf of the Univerſal 
Enemy of Europe, he was pleaſed to An- 
ſver, That what be aGed was out of a prin- 
ciple of Religion. For as the King of 
France bad in ſo many ſeveral Reſpe&s fig- 
'nelized himſelf ſo true « Sou of the Church ; 
ard on the other fide the King of Spain had 
fo notoriouſly Leagned and Conſorted with 
Hereticks, he ha entertained a veneration 
for the owe, and an averſicn for the other; 
and from thence had been perſwaded into this 
particular Service to France. 

Having given you this full Matter of 
FaQ, 1 fhall not make any long Flouriſh 
or Diſcant upon it, only ohſerve, That 
we are not ſo much to wonder at France's 
clandeſtine Trattck with Villains and 
Miſcreants, for gaining her ends; for 'tis 
not to be ſuppoſed ſhe could ſhrink at hi- 
ring of Traytors to burn Navies, when 
laſt Campaign in Flanders, (to her only 
glory beyit recorded ) ſhe could hire Ruf- 
hans to murder Kirgs; nor is this Abbot's 


Religious Mortives for his Infidelity, any 


new Miracle, when if we will but look 


- back, we ſhall find the ſurrender of Mons 


$0 be owing to much ſuch another Eccle- 
fiaftick Perſuafive « All that looks ftrange 
In ir, js, that the Enthuttaftick Membets 
of a Church, ſhould have thoſe Tran- 


” 


treat and Defeat. 
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.d: 


ſports of egrayagant Zeal, more than 
Head of it himſelt has. They may call ie 


their Religion to contrive and perpetrate 


ſuch a Treaſon, when he may think it a 
part of his Religion to dete&t and blaſt 
it, NE 
But to return to our Narrative, The 
Accompliſhment of this Deſign, -beſides 
the blow it had given the Spaniards, had 
yet a further reach. The Scene of Ation 
was laid in the Miditerranean Seas, -as of- 
fering, poſſibly, one of the beſt occaſions 
of Apprandizing the French Glory, when 
ſo important a Naval Succeſs (as expect- 
ed) iÞ near his grand Allie, the Turk,had 
uhdoubted]y not only confirmed the glo- 
rious Character of the French King, ſoin- 
duſtriouſly heightned and magnified ar 
Conflantinople, and thereby not a little 
ſtrengthened the Intereſts and Confede- 
racies betwixt the moſt Chriſtian, and 
moſt Antichriſtian Monarch; but likewiſe 
had, in a very high meaſure, repair'd their 
laſt Years Dilhonour and Loſles at Sea. 
But whatever Renown or Advantages 
they. had propoſed to themſelves, their 
whole Condud herein has, on the con» 
trary, ſo blazon'd both their weakneſs 
and ſhame, that though their loſs has not 
equall'd that of the Jaſt Year, their Re- 
putation has ſuffered little leſs. For on 
the 18th. of the laſt Month, with 22 
Capital Ships, with Exgliſh and Dutch 
Colours, they appeared before Naples,on 
the 19th. they advanced ſo near, as with- 
in reach of Cannon Shot, both from the 
Spariſh Fleet, and the Caſtle of Baya,and 
the Batteries fromthe Rocks on the Shoarz 
from all which they were very warmly fa- 
luted with the Enemies Shot : but inſtead. 
of returning the Compliment, the next 
day they drew farther off; and the 2116. 


\and 22th. lay off at Sea, and the day fol- 


lowing, without the leaſt Attempt what- 
ever, not ſo much as the diſcharge of one 
fingle Gun, they very ſhamefully retired 
towards T houlon. 

Thus their Plot detected, their Hire- 
lings hang'd, their Enemies provided and' 
prepared for their Reception, they poorly | 
Skulkt home again, and being immediate- | 
ly after diſperſed and ſhattered by a vio- 
kent Storm, they made hard fhifr, not 'till 
the fourth Ioftant, to reach Thowon, with 
not only ſome ſad marks of the angry 
Heavens, the Tempeſt they, had ſuffered 
under, but hkewiſe with the double mor- 
rification of ſo glorious an Enterprize fo 
meanly fruſtrated, and fo potent an Allie 
as the Grand Seignour, ſo near neigh- 
bouring a Witneſs, of ſo ingloriousa Re- 
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Londaw, Print. d. ſor f} Wright, in Fleet-ſtreet, 16 9 3- 


